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Sonova announces the launch of Audéo YES, the world’s smallest
wireless hearing system

Stafa, Switzerland, January 20, 2009 — Sonova, the world’s leading manufacturer of
innovative hearing solutions, today completes its CORE product portfolio with the rollout
of Audéo YES. As aresult, hearing solutions based on the industry-leading CORE platform
are now available in all price-performance classes and in all form factors. Audéo YES, the
world’s smallest wireless hearing system with an external receiver marketed under the
Phonak brand, makes high frequencies audible again using SoundRecover technology.

“By launching Audéo YES we are expanding our CORE product portfolio and are now able to
deliver maximum performance with the world’s smallest wireless hearing system at three price
levels”, Valentin Chapero, CEO of Sonova Group says. “With this product launch we have been
able to complete the renewal of Phonak’s entire product portfolio within the space of just a year. We
intend to keep up this high pace of innovation in the future to maintain and further strengthen our
technology and industry leadership.”

Many people with hearing impairment experience particular difficulties understanding speech
because they do not recognize sounds in the high frequency ranges. SoundRecover technology
developed by Phonak makes these high frequency sounds audible again by compressing the
relevant signals and shifting them into a lower frequency range that is more easily heard by the
hearing system wearer. After SoundRecover technology was already successfully introduced for
people with severe to profound hearing loss, Audéo YES now extends the technology to people
with milder hearing loss as well.

Audéo YES hearing systems are based on the most sophisticated CORE (Communication
Optimized Real-audio Engine) platform in the industry, which besides SoundRecover offers
further leading-edge technologies to enhance speech intelligibility. Audéo YES employs a multi-
program automatic system known as SoundFlow to automatically adapt to the wearer’s sound
environment in real time. The ZoomControl function allows the wearer to decide from which
direction he or she wishes to listen to speech and sounds.

Audéo YES also sets new standards in size, performance and design. The world’s smallest wireless
hearing system is equipped with the most recent and most advanced microprocessor for hearing
systems. Audéo YES is compatible with wireless devices such as mobile phones, navigation
systems and MP3 players. The audio streaming takes place in real time and stereo. The Audéo
YES housing was awarded the Red Dot Award for Product Design for its ergonomic shape.
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For more information on Audéo YES please visit www.phonak.com

This is Sonova

Sonova is the leading provider of innovative hearing healthcare solutions. This globally active group of companies is one
of the world’s top three manufacturers of hearing systems, the market leader in wireless communication systems for
audiology applications and a provider of professional solutions for hearing protection. Sonova is pursuing a clear and
sustainable growth strategy and is intent on further building its market share. To this end it is constantly expanding its
existing business segments and branching out into other areas of the hearing healthcare industry. Present in over 90
countries and with a workforce of over 4900 employees, Sonova generated sales of CHF 1.205 billion in the financial year
2007/08 and a net profit of CHF 274 million. This financially strong group of companies bases its success on innovation,

customer focus and proactive cost management.

Hearing is a mega trend in our society. Modern communication requirements and the sheer volume of audio

information available — whether music or the spoken word — continue to increase, so that hearing is becoming an
increasingly important facility. Due to demographic trends and harmful environmental impacts, more and more people now
suffer from hearing loss, and yet only roughly a fifth of them make use of professional hearing solutions. Sonova therefore
wants to raise public awareness of the importance of hearing and highlight the social and emotional impact of hearing
loss, as well as providing information on potential solutions. In the Hear the World initiative, world-famous celebrities
stress the importance of good hearing. The company has been successfully promoting understanding and communication
for over 60 years, and is ideally positioned to benefit from the trends in this growth industry.

For more information please visit www.sonova.com.
Sonova shares (ticker symbol: SOON) are listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange since 1994.
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