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Media Release 

Sonova completes acquisition of AudioNova 

 

Stäfa (Switzerland), September 15, 2016 – Sonova Holding AG, the world’s leading provider of 

hearing solutions, announces today that it has successfully completed the previously announced 

acquisition of AudioNova International B.V. (AudioNova), after obtaining all the necessary 

regulatory approvals. AudioNova will be consolidated as of September 2016. The acquisition is 

expected to contribute CHF 210-220 million to Group sales and CHF 25-30 million to EBITA (before 

one-time costs) in FY 2016/17. The combination of AudioNova and Sonova creates one of the 

broadest hearing aid retail service networks in Europe. 

 

Lukas Braunschweiler, CEO of Sonova, says: “The acquisition of AudioNova marks a milestone for 

Sonova, significantly expanding our business in the European hearing aid retail market. The combined 

strengths of our complementary retail networks help us to further advance our strategy of getting closer to 

our customers and of providing best-in-class professional audiological services. We are pleased to 

welcome our over 2,750 new colleagues from AudioNova and are convinced that our shared vision will 

facilitate a smooth integration. Together we are well positioned to continue to shape our industry to the 

benefit of our customers.” 

 

AudioNova and Sonova’s Connect Hearing business will be merged into one global Sonova retail 

business under the leadership of a soon to be appointed Group Vice President Retail and serviced by a 

global Support Center in Rotterdam (NL). Until the new executive is on board, Frank van der Vis (CEO of 

AudioNova) and Lukas Braunschweiler (CEO of Sonova) will jointly lead the global retail business ad 

interim. Frank van der Vis will remain with the company until November 1, 2016, ensuring a smooth 

transition. Franz Petermann will continue in his role as Global Vice President Corporate e-Marketing.  

 

Financial highlights 

AudioNova will be consolidated as of September 2016 and is expected to contribute CHF 210-220 million 

to Group sales and CHF 25-30 million to Group EBITA (before transaction and integration costs) in FY 

2016/17. The deal is expected to result in total one-time transaction and integration costs of CHF 30-35 

million over a period of 2-3 years, of which half will be incurred in FY 2016/17. Annual acquisition related 

amortization is expected to amount to around CHF 20-25 million or CHF 12-15 million for the remainder of 

the current financial year. The purchase consideration will be paid in cash and values AudioNova at EUR 

830 million. Short-term financing is secured under a bridge facility, which will be largely replaced by a 

bond.  

 

Lukas Braunschweiler concludes: “I am convinced that we are in a position to start capitalizing on the 

benefits offered by this acquisition immediately, leveraging best practices, best brands, and product 

sourcing to continue to maximize growth across our retail business globally.” 
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Conference call 

Sonova will host a conference call and webcast for media and investors, today, September 15, 2016, at 

14.30 CET to provide an update following today’s announcement. 

 

The live conference call can be accessed at: 

Link to the Webcast 
+41 (0)58 310 50 00 (Europe)  
+44 (0)203 059 58 62 (UK)  

+1 (1)631 570 56 13 (USA) 

A replay will be available after the call at:  

http://www.sonova.com/en/investors/presentations  

 

Supplemental slides are accessible from the Investors section of the company's website at: 

http://www.sonova.com/en/investors/presentations 

 

 

– End – 

 

 

Contacts:   

Investor Relations 

Thomas Bernhardsgrütter 

Phone +41 58 928 33 44 

Mobile +41 79 618 28 07 

Email thomas.bernhardsgruetter@sonova.com 

 Media Relations 

Michael Isaac 

Phone +41 58 928 33 24 

Mobile +41 79 420 29 56 

Email michael.isaac@sonova.com 

 

 
Disclaimer 

This Media Release contains forward-looking statements, which offer no guarantee with regard to future performance. These statements are 

made on the basis of management’s views and assumptions regarding future events and business performance at the time the statements 

are made. They are subject to risks and uncertainties including, but not confined to, future global economic conditions, exchange rates, legal 

provisions, market conditions, activities by competitors and other factors outside Sonova’s control. Should one or more of these risks or un-

certainties materialize or should underlying assumptions prove incorrect, actual outcomes may vary materially from those forecasted or 

expected. Each forward-looking statement speaks only as of the date of the particular statement, and Sonova undertakes no obligation to 

publicly update or revise any forward-looking statements, except as required by law. 

 

 

About Sonova 

Sonova, headquartered in Stäfa, Switzerland, is the leading manufacturer of innovative hearing care solutions. The Group operates through 

its core business brands Phonak, Unitron, Advanced Bionics and Connect Hearing. Sonova offers its customers one of the most 

comprehensive product portfolios in the industry – from hearing instruments to cochlear implants to wireless communication solutions. 

Founded in 1947, the Group is currently present in over 90 countries across the globe and has a workforce of over 13,000 dedicated 

employees. Sonova generated sales of CHF 2.07 billion in the financial year 2015/16 and a net profit of CHF 346 million. Across all 

businesses, and by supporting the Hear the World Foundation, Sonova pursues its vision of a world where everyone enjoys the delight of 

hearing and therefore lives a life without limitations. 

 

For more information please visit www.sonova.com and www.hear-the-world.com. 

 

Sonova shares (ticker symbol: SOON, Security no: 1254978, ISIN: CH1012549785) have been listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange since 

1994. The securities of Sonova have not been and will not be registered under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the 

“U.S. Securities Act”), or under the applicable securities laws of any state of the United States of America, and may not be offered 

or sold in the United States of America except pursuant to an exemption from the registration requirements under the U.S. 

Securities Act and in compliance with applicable state securities laws, or outside the United States of America to non-U.S. Persons 

in reliance on Regulation S under the U.S. Securities Act. 

 

https://78449.choruscall.com/dataconf/productusers/sonova/mediaframe/16668/indexl.html
http://www.sonova.com/en/investors/presentations
http://www.sonova.com/en/investors/presentations

